Materials and Methods
This study was performed on 2-day-old Wistar rats. After decapitation, the inner ear was quickly dissected and either immediately frozen in liquid nitrogen or transferred to one of the following media. After a storage period ranging from 1 hr to 7 days (at 4#{176}C), all the specimens were rinsed in 0.1 M Tris-HC1 buffer (pH 7.4) containing 7.5% PVP at 4'C for 4 hr and subsequently frozen in liquid nitrogen. Frozen sections (7 pm) were placed on poly-L-lysine (Sigma)-coated microscope slides. They were allowed to dry at room temperature and were stored at -70C, ready for staining with the indirect immunoperoxidase technique. For this purpose, the sections were fixed in cold acetone (Merck) at 4C for 5 mm, rinsed in PBS, and incubated at room temperature for 45 mm with primary monoclonal antibodies directed against cytokeratins. After washing in PBS (three times for 10 mm each), the sections were incubated for 30 After rinsing in distilled water, the sections were counterstained with Mayer's hemalum and mounted in glycerin jelly. As a control, the first antibody was omitted.
From the group ofspecimens that were freshly frozen before any treatment, sections were exposed to one of the media quoted under 1, 2 or 3, for 5-30 mm and subsequently washed in PBS (three times for 10 mm each) before incubation with the primary antibodies.
To evaluate the influence ofacetone on the effect ofchelating agents, acetone fixation (5 mm at 4C) ofthese sections was performed either before or after exposure to the media. .'
'-. Figure  3B ). The stria vascularis now showed a distinct positive reaction with RCK 105 ( Figure  3D ). The staining with the antibodies RCK 102, CK 18-2, and LP2K was more intense than in the fresh sections ( .,
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